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 Ceratolithus cornulum Blair & Bergen in Blair et al. (2017) 

 

 

 

 
Pl. 10, figs 23–30 

 

1984 Ceratolithus acutus Gartner & Bukry, 1974. Bergen (pro parte), p. 430, pl. 3, figs. 3–4, non 

figs. 1–2, 5–6 

 

Derivation of name: L. cornulum (dim.): horn. 

Diagnosis: A species within the Ceratolithus acutus lineage with a thin, pointed apical region 

and long, curved horns. 

Description: Large ceratolith having a very low apical region. The ratio of the height of the 

apical spine to the total height of the specimen is 0.25–0.40. An apical suture divides 

specimens along the longitudinal median. Two long horns extend from the apical spine, 

curving inward and tapering to points; their lengths are equal to highly unequal. 

Specimens become brightly birefringent when rotated in cross-polarized light. Size: 9.6–

11.7µm (five specimens). 

Remarks: Ceratolithus cornulum is distinguished from the other two species of C. acutus 

lineage by its relatively low apical spine. The apical spine of C. armatus has the same 

relative height, but the apical suture of that species is not aligned with the longitudinal 

median. 

Holotype: Pl. 10, figs 25–26. 

Type Locality: DSDP Leg 68, Colombia Basin (western Caribbean Sea). 

Type Level: Sample 502-31H-2, 123–124cm; Lower Pliocene (NN12b). 

Occurrence: Ceratolithus cornulum is the youngest taxon within the C. acutus lineage in both 

the GoM and Leg 154, the LO being dated in the latter at 5.310Ma (Table 1). In the GoM 
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and Leg 154, the HO is coincident with that of C. armatus, dated at 4.666Ma (+/-0.022; 

926B-14H-6, 30–31cm). 
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